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 In an industry that produces almost
400,000 new titles each year, it is more
important than ever to target your
ultimate consumer – and to make it as
easy as possible for that consumer to
locate your specific title that meets their
information and entertainment needs.



HOW DO I HELP THE PROCESS
FOR MY BOOKS?

 You can make sure your books are
categorized properly and appear in
searches by providing us with up to 3
BISAC codes that specifically define
every individual title on your list.

 Listing the first specific BISAC code is
mandatory, but the second two are
optional.



WHAT DOES BISAC STAND FOR?

 BISAC stands for Book Industry
Subject and Category codes

 BISAC are created, maintained and
revised by the Book Industry Study
Group (BISG)

 All publishers use these codes

 There are over 3,000 codes



DECIPHERING THE CODE

 The BISAC Subject Headings List is an electronic
standard used by almost every major account to
categorize books based on content.

 The code is 9 characters long.

 The first three are alpha.

 The last six are numeric.

 For example, CKB000000 is a general cookbook,
but CKB048000 is Cooking/Regional &
Ethnic/Japanese.



WHO USES BISAC CODES and
HOW ARE THEY USED?

 National Accounts – to identify which buyer will
be responsible for buying a specific title.

 Bricks and Mortar retailers – to help them
determine where a book will be shelved.

 Wholesalers – to determine the genre(s) under
which a book can be found in an internal database.

 Bookscan – to help them build their category best
seller lists.

 Online retailers – to help with the search process.



HOW DO THE ACCOUNTS GET
BISAC CODES?

 NBN sends the codes electronically in ONIX
feeds 6 months before a title is scheduled
to be published.

 Accounts receive the feeds to populate their
databases.

 Many accounts require this information be added
to their databases before they will allow sales reps
to schedule presentations.

 Accounts may not set up titles unless the BISAC
codes are supplied.



WHEN ARE PUBLISHERS
REQUIRED TO SUPPLY THESE
CODES TO NBN?

o BISAC codes are now mandatory according
to the industry.

o Thus, NBN now requires BISAC codes when
you are supplying catalog copy and tip sheets
using the online Submission forms
(www.nbnbooks.com/production/catalog_copy/index.shtml)
and
(www.nbnbooks.com/production/tipsheets/TipSheetTemplate.shtml)



CATALOG COPY SUBMISSION FORM



CATALOG COPY SUBMISSION FORM



WHERE CAN I FIND THE BISAC
CODES?

 The complete BISAC subject
headings list is available online for
one-to-one title lookup:

http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-20-73-bisac-
subject-headings-2008-edition.php



BISG WEBSITE



HOW DO I LOCATE THE
CORRECT CODE?

 Let’s walk you through the process…

 As an example – let’s say you are
publishing a title “Best Perennial
Plants of the Mid-West.”



Step 1:

 Go to the Book Industry Study Group
on-line list of BISAC CODES

 http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-20-73-bisac -
subject-headings-2008-edition.php



Step 2:

 Find the major categories in the
BISAC SUBJECT/HEADING LIST.

 There are two sections –
covering 50 major categories:

 Section A-J and Section K-Z



Step 2: A-J BISAC CODES



Step 2: L-Z BISAC CODES



Step 2:

 Using our example – click on the
Gardening section.

 The General Category is GAR000000, but
you want to drill down deeper than the
General Category.

 Only use the General Category if there is
nothing more specific to use.



Step 2: GARDENING, GENERAL
CATEGORY BISAC



Step 3: GARDENING, SPECIFIC

CATEGORIES



Step 3: SUB CATEGORIES

 GAR004050 Gardening/Flowers/Perennials – gives
a much more targeted subject area.

 Enter this code in the 1st BISAC category line.

 Still using our gardening example – you can see
there is a regional code.

 GAR019030 Gardening/Regional/Midwest.

 Enter this code in the 2nd BISAC Category line.

 Lastly, GAR006000 offers Gardening/Garden
Design.

 Enter this code in the 3rd BISAC Category line.



Step 3: CATALOG COPY SUBMISSION FORM



TIPS FOR SELECTING THE BEST
BISAC CODES

 Think about your competition and identify
the top three titles that compare to yours.

 Look up the competition on BookScan –
Bookscan lists the BISAC of each title.

 Visit a bookstore and see where the
competitive title is shelved.

 Ask your local bookseller.

 Ask your account manager for assistance.



HOW OFTEN IS THE BISAC CODE
LIST UPDATED?

 The master list is revised annually.

 Change the names of some codes.

 Add new codes, especially in hot and growing
subject areas.

 Retire old codes.

 The next update is scheduled for Nov. 2009.

 We will send a reminder email when the new
lists are posted.



HOW DO THE BISAC CODES DIFFER
FROM THE “CATEGORIES” NBN
REQUESTS ON THE CATALOG COPY
SUBMISSION FORM?

 The BISAC codes are mandatory for the sell
in process.

 The shelving categories are extremely
important at the bookstore level.

 The shelving category should be printed on
the back of the book.

 In Cyberspace there are no store clerks, so
BISAC codes guide people to your title.



HOW DO THE BISAC CODES DIFFER
FROM THE “CATEGORIES” NBN
REQUESTS ON THE CATALOG COPY
SUBMISSION FORM?

 The NBN category list reflects the general
shelving for 55 categories you’ll find at
most national accounts and independents.

 They help the store clerk properly shelve
new titles.

 They help the store staff direct customers to
general areas of interest.



HOW DO I PICK THE RIGHT
SHELVING CATEGORIES?
 You’ll find the NBN Shelving Category list online at

www.nbnbooks.com/production/ (click on the
“categories” bullet).

 From the 55 General Category headings, pick the one
that most closely reflects the content of your book.

 Then choose one from the recommended sub-
categories.
 Always list the general category first, then the subcategory

 Gardening/Perennials

 Fiction/Suspense

 Please note, the sub-category list is not exhaustive
and BISAC has a more extensive list.



EXAMPLE: Beyond Alzheimer's -
BISAC vs. Shelving

 BISAC: HEA039140
Health & Fitness/
Diseases/
Alzheimer’s &
Dementia

 Shelving Category:
Health/ Alzheimer’s

 On Book:
Health/Psychiatry



ARE THERE ANY SPECIAL
REQUIREMENTS FOR
CHILDREN’S BOOKS?
 Consumers appreciate it when titles include

“age ranges”

 Standard age ranges
 Baby & Toddler (Ages 2 - 4)

 Early Reader (Ages 4 - 8)

 Middle Reader (Ages 8 - 12)

 Teens (Ages 13 - 16)

 All Ages (example, Oh, The Places You’ll Go)



 In this day and age of few
knowledgeable floor clerks to help direct
eager consumers, you can be the best
advocate and marketer for your title by
spending just a bit of time finding the
best shelving categories and BISAC
codes for your new books.



RECAP:

 You must supply at least one BISAC code.

 The code should include the major
category and at least one sub-category.

 We recommend putting the category and
sub-category on the back of the book.



 Q&A
Forthcoming


